Public Hearing:

FY 2011 Preliminary Budget/Capital and Expense Budget Submissions
Date:


Monday, February 22, 2010 – 7:30 p.m.

Place:


Community Board 8 Office



197-15 Hillside Avenue




Hollis, New York 11423

Attendance:

Maurice Braithwaite – Executive Secretary



Bernard Diamond




Janna Davis representing Councilman James Gennaro




Elkanah Reed representing Councilman Mark S. Weprin

Purpose of Public Hearing:
The City Charter mandates community boards to hold public hearings for comments on the responses agencies provided to the boards FY 2011 Preliminary Budget/Capital and Expense Budget priorities.

Executive Secretary and Acting Chair, Maurice Braithwaite, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
There were two Board Members present: Bernard Diamond and Maurice Braithwaite.  Janna Davis representing Councilman James Gennaro and Elkanah Reed representing Councilman Mark S. Weprin were in attendance as well.
Acting Chair Maurice Braithwaite stated that the Board Members spent a lot of time preparing for the FY2011 Capital and Expense Budget submissions.  Our responsibility this evening is to comment on the responses each of the individual agencies has provided to the Community Board on each of the submissions.

Board Member Comments:
· Bernard Diamond commented that the responses by the agencies are unacceptable.  
Mr. Diamond has one major problem with the responses, particularly with the first two Capital Budget requests.  The agency responses to some very serious problems are:  “Further study is needed before making a funding decision.  Please contact the agency.”   Year after year, we get this same response.  Something as important as people being flooded out of their house and the fact that there hasn’t been a feasibility study of what is required by the City of New York for decades bothers Mr. Diamond.   Had we had the scope of putting in sewers that would take care of the flooding problems along Utopia Parkway, we could have received funds from the Federal Government to do the project.  The agency is not doing anything about it.
· Mr. Braithwaite asked what would be the best approach to draw attention to this problem.  Mr. Diamond responded that at this point we are probably too late to get funding.  It would take several years to do a feasibility study for what is actually needed.

· Both Mr. Braithwaite and Mr. Diamond feel that we need to write letters to our elected officials telling them we are tired of the same responses and that nothing is happening.  We lost out on funding from the Federal Government because we were not ready to give them plans.  We need to ask them to pursue this aggressively.   

· Mr. Diamond also suggested that in 2012, we need to separate out what’s been funded, what has not been funded and what has been partially funded.  
· Mr. Braithwaite also suggested that the Board needs to better understand the needs of the individual agencies before we make these requests.

Students from the community were in attendance.  They observed Community Board 8 at work and had all their questions answered on the capital and expense budget process.

There were no other responses from the Board Members on the FY2011 Preliminary Budget/Capital and Expense Budget priorities.  It was concluded that notifying Elected Officials of our concerns will be on the next Executive Meeting Agenda.
Adjournment:
This public hearing adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara McKeon, CB8 Staff
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