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Area Chair Bernard Diamond called this Informational Hearing to order at 7:30 p.m.  Also present were Co-Chair Kevin Forrestal – Environmental Protection/Sanitation Chair, Board Member James Gallagher, District Manager Marie Adam-Ovide and Assemblyman Rory Lancman.  
We are having an Informational Hearing this evening for the purpose of the removal of the out-of-service water tank located at 84-02 164th Street.  We are concerned with the issues of noise, traffic, parking and any other issues we wish to raise.  Mr. Diamond introduced Vilhelmina Guthrie from the NYC Dept. of Environmental Protection/Bureau of Water and Sewer Operation.
Ms. Guthrie gave a presentation on the demolition of the water tank that has been taken out of commission several years ago in the 1990’s.  DEP is taking down the 100” high water tank since it has been decommissioned when ground water was no longer used as a source of water for the community.  We provide water from the reservoirs to all New York now.
Location of DEP water tank: 84-02 164th Street, Jamaica Hills, NY

Contractor:  Terrasan Environmental Services was awarded the demolition contract.  Eric Mensah is the Project Manager.  
Street Closings:  South bound lanes on 164th Street at 84th Avenue will be closed during the duration of the work which will take up to a 72-hour period.  Barriers will be used to corner off and protect pedestrians.

Method:  The tank will be torch-cut horizontally in half and the halves lowered to the ground, the legs will be cut and similarly placed on a flat bed truck and hauled away.  

Work Schedule:  The demolition will start on a Friday and end on Sunday morning. It will be a 24 hour operation. There is no actual schedule as of yet.  We are hoping this will happen before June, hopefully by May.

Cost: The demolition of tanks 8 and 9 will cost approximately $545,000 in total.

The Crane:  The German made Liebherr LTM 1250-1 mobile crane will be used for the removal of the tank.  It has been specified by Shapiro Engineering to accommodate the weights that they have to lift. 
Questions by the Board:
James Gallagher asked if the work had to be done on a 24 hour operation.  Could they not do it between midnight and 8:00 a.m.? Answer:  It has to be done on a 24 hour operation.

Kevin Forrestal:  Can you describe the scope of what is happening after hours.  Answer:  The set up of the crane takes eight hours.  There will be zero disturbances.  There will be no banging and no chipping.  A possible inconvenience will be lighting in the evening.  
Bernard Diamond cannot understand why this demolition has to be done at 2:00 a.m.  Why can’t this be done during the day and work stopped at 7:00 p.m.?  Answer:  The weight of the tank is a factor, the crane is a factor, the logistics, the inconvenience of the community is a factor and DOT will not allow a street closing during the weekdays.  

· Will the crane be on 164th Street?  Answer:  yes. 
· How long will the work take?  Answer:   It will take one weekend, starting on a Friday and Sunday morning we are gone.  At the end of Sunday, the tower is gone and the crane is gone?  Answer:  That is correct.  
· In terms of traffic, how wide is the crane and how much of 164th Street will it block?  Answer:  Traffic will be held on one block, one lane closed off.  Flag men will be on the corner of the block.  A safety company will be on board at all times.  People from DEP will be present as well as Environmental Safety staff will be at the site.  We are very sensitive to safety and we want to make sure everything goes well as planned.

Mr. Diamond requested as much advanced notice as possible as to which weekend demolition will start so we can get word out to the community.  
Kevin Forrestal:

· What kind of weather sensitivity is there should there be wind and heavy rain?  Answer:  Safety men will be on board to advise us if the job needs to be shut down.
· Will the nursing homes and the hospital be notified of the demolition schedule?  Answer:    Yes, they will be notified.
· Can someone mention what they have done about the lead and what kind of exposure you may have caused or not caused.  Answer:  The lead will be removed.

Bernie Diamond:
· The water table levels have risen considerably in Southeast Queens since, with the takeover of Jamaica Water Supply, all water in Queens now comes from our reservoirs.  Will the removal of this water tank have any impact on the water table levels?
Answer:   The removal of the water tank will have no impact on the water table levels.   There are holes in the tank that are not repairable.  There is no water in the tank.  
· How many trucks will be used to haul the material away?  Answer:  3 to 4 trucks will be used. The trucks are hydraulic and there will be minimal noise.
James Gallagher:
How deep is the well?  Answer:  One tank is 600 ft. deep and the other tank is 300 ft. deep.
What are we doing with the scrap metal?  Answer:   We are sending it to a recycling plant in the Bronx.
Community Concerns:

· A resident who lives close to the tank asked what is the risk and danger to our homes.  Answer:   It is minimal.  The crane will hold the tank at all times.  There will be underwire designed by the engineer.   
· Deborah Ayala representing the  Jamaica Hills Community Association, asked the following questions once the tank is down:

Will the area still be maintained, such as the grass and the graffiti?  Answer:  Yes, it will be maintained.

Will the other buildings be functional?   Answer:   The other buildings will still be on site.  The fact that we are taking the tank down has no affect on the other buildings.  Both buildings are still functional.  The grass will be maintained and the fences will be repaired.  There are no current plans to build anything additional on the site.
· A resident wanted to know if there were any microorganisms growing in the tank.  Answer:  No.
· Have you taken down other tanks with holes in them?  Answer:  Yes, and there were no problems with microorganisms.
· Will the Q65 bus route be rerouted?   Answer:  Only one lane will be closed.  The bus will be able to get through.  Flag men will be there directing traffic.  It was asked that the bus company be alerted.

· Samuel Rodriguez asked the Board to keep their eyes open as to the future of this lot.  

Assemblyman Rory Lancman
Assemblyman Lancman thanked everyone for putting this informational hearing together.  This is something that the community has wanted for a very long time.  We want to make sure all these issues are thought through.  We hope this empty space will be at least maintained in a way that it will not be replacing one eye soar with another eye soar.  Maybe a creative thing can be done with that space that can serve the community.

Board Member requests:

Bernie Diamond is requesting telephone numbers of whoever will be on site for the 24 hours a day that we can call if there are any problems.  

It was also requested that “signage” be posted alerting the people that traffic will be delayed.

Bernie Diamond thanked everyone for coming this evening.

Adjournment
This Information Hearing adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Mckeon, CB8 Staff Member
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