Minutes of Community Board 8 Board Meeting held on Wednesday, April 14, 2010 at the Hillcrest Jewish Center, 183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, N.Y.

Attendance:

Board Members Present:  Carolyn Baker-Brown, Maurice Braithwaite, Kenneth Cohen II, Maria DeInnocentiis, Bernard Diamond, Allen Eisenstein, Mary Maggio Fischer, Carolann Foley, Kevin Forrestal, James Gallagher, Jr., Marc A. Haken, Robert Harris, Tami Hirsch, Mark J. Lefkof, Mitch Lisker, Frank Magri, Tammy Osherov, Charlton Rhee, Jesse Rosenbaum, Steven Sadofsky, Annie Salvatore, Anna Sawchuk, Seymour Schwartz, Michael F. Sidell, Harbachan Singh, Norma Stegmaier, Martha Taylor, Robert Van Pelt, Alvin Warshaviak, Jacob Weinberg, Stanley Weinblatt, Sylvia Weprin and Albert Willingham.
Board Members Absent:  Dilafroz Ahmed, Richard Amron, Jagir Singh Bains, Dr. Allen J. Bennett, Susan D. Cleary, Patricia Dolan, Florence Fisher, Howard A. Fried, Joshua Glikman, Steven Konigsberg, Janet Kramer, Martha Levine, Agatha E. Michael, Simon Pelman and Frances Peterson  
Others Present:  Susie Tanenbaum representing Queens Borough President Helen Marshall, Anthony Lemma representing Assemblyman David I. Weprin, Claudia Filomena representing CAU, Mayor’s Office, Meghan McCormick representing Congressman Gary Ackerman, Janna Davis representing Councilman James F. Gennaro, Alan Beerman representing Councilman Mark S. Weprin, LaVonne Brown representing Assemblyman Rory Lancman, District Manager Marie Adam-Ovide and Barbara McKeon, CB8 Staff Member.
Call to Order:

Chairman Alvin Warshaviak called this Board Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Public Participation:

Traci Fantazzo-Koontz is the new Director of the Parson’s Beacon Program.  She is here this evening asking for the Community Board’s support against the funding cuts to youth programs.  Their summer camps usually have 200 participants; this summer they will only be able to accommodate 100 middle school age children and high school age children.  They really need the entire community’s support.  Please call 311 and your local Congress people so that our budget can get restored.  The kids will be running around in the streets if they do not have a summer program to go to.  
A petition to save the programs at the Parson’s Beacon was submitted to the Community Board.  The parents, families, members of the community and the youth believe that these budget cuts will be detrimental to the future of our youth.

Tammy Osherov announced on May 14th and 15th, 2010, Francis Lewis High School Alumni Association will host a 50th Anniversary Weekend celebration at the school.  On the 14th, there will be a faculty reunion dinner dance.  On the 15th, there will be a country fair with games & rides, as well as performances by school clubs and organizations.    Please get the word out for this big community event.
Louis Bailey, representing Catholic Charities Neighborhood Services, announced the “Queens World of Work” program.
This program is to help you find a job that you feel good about and take pride in doing.  The “Queens World of Work” program focuses on rehabilitation and recovery.   It targets populations of people with substance abuse, mental illness and homelessness. They provide personal and group counseling where they discuss resume writing, interviewing skills, proper attire, job expectations, time management, etc.  For more information, please call 718 779-1831.
Marc A. Haken, President of Friends of Cunningham Park, announced to the Board in the month of May and in the month of June, we have been successful in securing a senior exercise program in Cunningham Park.  The program will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The program is free.
Sylvia Weprin announced to the Board her resignation as a Community Board member.  It is with a sad heart that she says “goodbye”.  Chairman Alvin Warshaviak wished her success and stated that the Board will miss her.  He asked her to please visit us from time to time.
Salute to the Flag
Chairman Alvin Warshaviak lead the salute to the flag.

Correction to the Minutes of March 10, 2010 should read:

· A speaker in the public participation section stated she was here tonight representing SNAP (Services Now for Adult Persons, Inc.).  Correction:  A letter was received from SNAP stating that that person does not in any way speak for SNAP.
· Marc A. Haken is the Queens representative to the Joint Planning Committee of the DYCD.

· Gateway Health and Sciences should read:  “There will be a Public Hearing, now scheduled for April 13, 2010 (subject to change), at 150-91 87th Road at 6:00 p.m.  The Panel for Educational Priorities (PEP) meeting, at which the Board will vote on the proposed item, will be held on April 20, 2010 at 125 Worth Street, Manhattan, at 6:00 p.m.”

· Karen Ellis of DEP was looking at a tentative date of March 20th.  Time and location were still undetermined.

Approval of Minutes:

Mark J. Lefkof made a motion to approve the corrective minutes of March 10, 2010.
Board Members who approved the minutes:  Carolyn Baker-Brown, Maurice Braithwaite, Kenneth Cohen II, Maria DeInnocentiis, Bernard Diamond, Allen Eisenstein, Mary Maggio Fischer, Carolann Foley, Kevin Forrestal, James Gallagher, Jr., Marc A. Haken, Robert Harris, Tami Hirsch, Mark J. Lefkof, Mitch Lisker, Frank Magri, Tammy Osherov, Charlton Rhee, Jesse Rosenbaum, Steven Sadofsky, Annie Salvatore, Anna Sawchuk, Seymour Schwartz, Michael F. Sidell, Harbachan Singh, Norma Stegmaier, Martha Taylor, Robert Van Pelt, Alvin Warshaviak, Jacob Weinberg, Stanley Weinblatt, Sylvia Weprin and Albert Willingham.

                                              Count in favor:      33                          Opposed:       0                    Abstained:            0   
Nominations

Mark J. Lefkof opened up the floor for the following nominations for the Officers of the Board:

Chairman:
           
Stanley Weinblatt nominated Alvin Warshaviak, seconded by Allen Eisenstein.                          
Mark J. Lefkof moved to close nominations for Chairman.

1st Vice Chairperson: 
Maurice Braithwaite nominated Stanley Weinblatt, seconded by Mary Maggio-Fischer.                          
Mark J. Lefkof moved to close nominations for 1st Vice Chairperson.

2nd Vice Chairperson:     Bernie Diamond nominated Martha Taylor, seconded by Jesse Rosenbaum .  

Mark J. Lefkof moved to close nominations for 2nd Vice Chairperson.

3rd Vice Chairperson:      Martha Taylor nominated Seymour Schwartz, seconded by Kevin Forrestal.                      

Mark J. Lefkof moved to close nominations for 3rd Vice Chairperson.

Executive Secretary:   
Mary Maggio-Fischer nominated Maurice Braithwaite, seconded by Seymour Schwartz.  

Mark J. Lefkof moved to close nominations for Executive Secretary.

Treasurer:                          Seymour Schwartz nominated Robert Van Pelt, seconded by Martha Taylor. 

Mark J. Lefkof moved to close nominations for Treasurer.

Chairman’s Report:

· Carolann Baker-Brown was in a car accident and broke some of her ribs.  She is here tonight and we wish her well.
· Congratulations to Dr. Allen Bennett on the engagement of his son.
· Chairman Warshaviak introduced Janna Davis, who is the Director of Community Relations for Councilmember James Gennaro.  Ms. Davis extended an invitation for a community outreach that the Councilmember will be having with the DEP Commissioner Cas Calloway.  He will be addressing some of the many issues which we have along Utopia Parkway, the increase in water rates and other personal DEP problems you may have.  It will be scheduled for Tuesday, April 20th at Thomas Edison High School (off the Grand Central Parkway between  6:00 – 9:00 pm.)  
Mark J. Lefkof requested that the Community Board could give the file that we have regarding many letters that have been sent to the previous DEP Commissioners.  We are still waiting for answers on those questions that pertain to Utopia Parkway issues and other issues within the community.

· Chairman Warshaviak introduced a volunteer member from the Parsons Beacon Program, Jonathan Quito.  Jonathan enjoys the Beacon Program.  It reaches out to the community and offers many educational programs.  The Beacon Program is family to him.  It is a safe place for the children to be.  Sports, computer and dance are just a few programs the students can participate in.  The staff enjoys their time with the students and the students enjoy their company with the staff and peers.  Jonathan urges the Community Board to do whatever it can to prevent the budget cuts and the shutting down of the Beacon Program.  
District Manager’s Report
· District Manager’s full written report was distributed.

· The Jamaica Hill Civic Association will host a tree giveaway on May 1 (11 a.m. to 4 p.m.) and May 2nd (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.)  The event will be held at the Joe Austin Park.  Anyone who lives in Northern Queens can participate and get a free tree anywhere on their property (not just on the sidewalk).
· Borough President Helen Marshall held a press conference/rally on the steps of Borough Hall against the proposed budget cuts.  About 100 people attended including City/State legislatures and their representatives, Community Board Chairs and Civic Leaders.  Special thanks to our Board Members: Dilafroz Ahmed, Maurice Braithwaite, Pat Dolan, Kevin Forrestal, Marc Haken, Bob Harris, Tammy Osherov, Steve Sadofsky, Sey Schwartz and Harbachan Singh who represented CB8 at the rally.

· Now that we are looking at a “Charter Revision”, some of the boards in the Bronx mentioned that community boards budget should be like the Independent Budget Office’s (IBO) – with a set budget that would not change. 
This would require a charter change, which would state that our budget could not be cut.  It would require 100,000 signatures to be able to put it as a question on the ballot for charter change.  Those who speak at Charter Commission hearings should bring this up.
Borough President’s Representative – Susie Tanenbaum

· On behalf of Borough President Helen Marshall and Deputy Borough President Barry Grodenchik, Susie thanked Community Board 8 for the tremendous support CB8 offered at the rally to save the Community Boards.  Susie particularly thanked District Manager Marie Adam-Ovide for getting the word out to everyone.    Borough President Marshall specifically asked Pat Dolan if she would say a few words at the rally as both the President of the Queens Civic Congress and as a volunteer Board Member at CB8.  Thank you to Pat Dolan for her support.
· 2010 Census:  We are not doing as well as we had hoped.  Our borough out of the five boroughs is #4 in terms of response rate.  Our response rate is 51%; the entire City is 58%.  If anyone in this room has not filled out the census form, please fill it out and mail it in by tomorrow, which is the deadline.
· Susie invited everyone to Borough President’s annual Immigrant Heritage Week event.  This year our focus is on providing resources to non-profit organizations.  The event will take place on Wednesday, April 21, at 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. at the Queens Museum of Art, NYC Building, Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
· Susie distributed the 2010 Borough President Land Use Public Hearing Schedule.
· Susie wished everyone Happy Vaisakh.
Committee Reports:
Youth Committee – Resolution – Marc A. Haken
· Beginning July 1, 2010, no child under the age of 11 will be a participant at the Beacon Programs. (This includes summer camps).  The Beacon Program will concentrate on the middle school age and high school age children.
· Marc A. Haken urges the Board to unanimously pass a resolution regarding reduction in New York State “Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (T.A.N.F.).  He urges Governor David A. Paterson to withdraw his proposed funding reductions that will decimate the Summer Youth Employment Program (S.Y.E.P.).

·  Last year 52,225 young people were employed over the summer.
·  This year there will be only 17,800 youth employed this summer. The State of New York is allocating no dollars.
· What are kids going to do?  They have no place to go.  In some instances they have to help their families with those dollars.  

· It is vital to get money for this Summer Youth Employment Program.  Please endorse this resolution.

Discussion:

· Mary Maggio Fischer felt everyone is getting hurt with the budget cuts, not just the youth.  The resolution needs to include the entire community of people, including the elderly.  Where is our money going?  It is being taken away from our seniors and our youth.  Every community is being hindered by these cuts.
· Mark J. Lefkof agrees with what Mary Maggio Fischer said.  He has no problem with this specific resolution to the youth.  However, we need one broad resolution encompassing many of the funding issues.  What is happening with all our tax payer money?

· Martha Taylor suggests we pass this resolution brought to us this evening and work on another resolution encompassing the entire community.

· Community Board 8 unanimously passed the resolution regarding reduction in New York State T.A.N.F. Funding.

Hearing on Gateway to Health and Sciences H.S. – Bernie Diamond, Area Chair 2/3

Bernie Diamond
· Mr. Diamond summarized a public hearing meeting that was held last night for the Gateway High School.  Kevin Forrestal, Sey Schwartz and Mr. Diamond attended the meeting and each one of them testified.

· We are opposed to a 6th grade being added onto the Gateway High School.  Parents and teachers were adamantly opposed to this 6th grade addition. The only two people who were in favor of the 6th grade were the Principal and the Assistant Principal.
· An addition of 42 special education students at the Gateway High School was never discussed.
· In 2007, we had a commitment in writing with Deputy Mayor Walcott. We had certain guarantees.  
· No more than a total of 800 students at any one time were promised.  Now they are saying 891 seats.
· Grade expansion will impact transportation services as will special education.

· The vote to approve this Grade 6 is going to take place on Tuesday, April 20th 

· Bernie Diamond did say that they want to meet and sit down with the principal, the Transportation Department and every other agency and discuss what is going on.  Mr. Diamond would like the Community Board to send a cover letter stating our concerns and asking for a sit down meeting.  Chairman Warshaviak asked that the letter be written.

Kevin Forrestal

· There is a discrepancy on the number of 1st year students expected the first year.
· There is a commitment with Deputy Mayor Walcott that still stands.

· Nowhere in the Education Impact Statement do they speak about what the educational affect between a 6th grader and a 12th grader.  They do not mention the challenges of bringing in new teachers or how they are going to assemble all these changes.
· The Department of Education once again has flaunted the new law that says there has to be proper procedures followed and he believes this Education Impact Statement and process was as flawed as the ones that were recently found illegal by the Supreme Court.

Seymour Schwartz

· Sey was very impressed with the fact that the parents and the teacher representatives last night were far more incisive then he was in that their emphasis was not on the capped capacity of the school that was promised.  More importantly the others spoke on the tremendous sociological and psychological impact on the relationship on the 
incoming 6th graders with the more mature higher level grades.  Do we not see a common denominator between the attitude of this administration and all of its agents who speak to us in terms of arrogance and all-knowing? We are being steam rolled and we are not getting any satisfaction.  It has bearing on the role of the community board.  It has bearing on all of the social activities.  
· The Department of Education does not want to listen.  The Department of Transportation does not want to listen.  We have got to find a way to defend the process of democracy in this City.  Community Boards can and do play a significant role in behalf of our neighbors.
Marc A. Haken

· Marc A. Haken brought to everyone’s attention that we rejected the Eagle Acedemy Charter School.  Against the wishes of the entire school community of I.S. 59 in Springfield Gardens, the City has now approved it. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Mark J. Lefkof
· In the packets there is a letter from Kathryn Garcia, Deputy Commissioner from the NYC Environmental Protection.  The letter states that Capital sewer projects are developed through several mechanisms, but are primarily complaint driven.  Is she trying to tell us here that she does not have any complaints?  Congressman Weiner had a Town Hall meeting a 1 ½ years ago with the Commissioner about  the problems of flooding in our community.  How can they not be aware of any issues?   This is a total affront to this community.  Mr. Lefkof recommends a letter be written from this Community Board to the Deputy Commissioner with a copy to the Commissioner with a copy of the file we are going to give to Councilman Gennarro’s office for the meeting next week.
James Gallagher, Jr.
· Mr. Gallagher announced that the Water Board proposed a water rate increase of 12.9%.  There will be a Public Hearing on it at Thomas Edison High School. It will be scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th.  There may also be a proposal on a discount to your water bill if payment is directly withdrawn from your checking account.

Adjournment
This Board Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara McKeon, CB8 staff
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